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winning horse betting is executed by operating a remote 
key pad (RKP) remote controller 4. winning horse betting • 
data are stored in a RAM 15 of a winning horse betting 
control part 3, a winning horse number to be purchased, 
a purchased amount and an approximate paying back 
rate and a popularity rank at a current point by the 
teletext are displayed on the sffeen. and winning horse 
betting ticket purchase data are collectively 
transmitted through an 1/F part 24. a modem part 17. a 
network control unit (NCU) 16 to the winning horse 
betting ticket selling side' by the telephone line in a 
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SPECIFICATION 

1. Title of the Invention: Apparatus for at-home betting 

2 . Claims 

1. An at-home betting apparatus comprising 
a tele-text broadcast receiving means for receiving the 
tele-text broadcast of a specified channel by means of a 
television signal received by an antenna, converting the 
racing programs, etc. of that tele-text broadcast into a 
video signal and outputting that signal to a television or 
the like, a horserace betting means comprising memory means 
for storing data on information necessary for horserace 
betting, display processing means for displaying necessary 
information on said television screen based on information 
stored in said memory means, horserace bet establishing 
means for establishing on that screen, the horse number, the 
monetary amount of purchase, and [purchaser] ID number for 
the specified bet. 
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horserace bet transmitting means for transmitting the bet 
established by that horserace bet establishing means to a 
horserace betting slip sales side, via a telephone line, 
whereby, when placing said bet, horserace information from 
the tele-text broadcast is displayed on said television 
screen together with the display of horserace information 
obtained from said display processing means, the number of 
the horserace bet placed through said horserace bet 
establishing means, etc., and whereby data on that horserace 
bet is transmitted to said horserace betting slip sales 
side, enabling the bet to be placed. 

2. The at-home betting apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said display processing means displays on said 
screen race track names and same day sales and advance sales 
of bets so that the specified race track and sales date are 
established by said racehorse bet establishing means. 

3. The at-home betting apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said display processing means displays on said 
screen the bet number established by said horserace bet 
establishing means, the monetary amount of the purchase, a 
forecasted payback rate for that bet number based on the 
latest horserace information of said tele- text broadcast, 
and the popularity ranking. 



3 



4. The at-home betting apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said display processing means displays the bet 
number for a combination win, win or place established by 
said horserace bet establishing means, the monetary amount 
of the purchase, the total amount, etc. 

5. The at-home betting apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said horserace bet transmitting means transmits to 
said horserace betting slip sales side as a batch the race 
number, horse number, number of betting slips (monetary 
amount) purchased, for the bet established by said horserace 
bet establishing means, and the member number of said at- 
home betting apparatus, the ID number, and other data 
necessary for placing the bet. 

6. The at-home betting apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said horserace bet establishing means is a remote 
control and in said [sic] horserace betting control means a 
photo- receptor means is provided to receive that remote 
control signal . 

3 . Detailed description of the invention 

(Field of Industrial Utilization) 
The present invention relates to an at-home betting 
apparatus which enables betting on horse races via a 
telephone line. More specifically, it relates to an at-home 
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betting apparatus which receives tele-text horserace 
programs and displays the horserace program and horserace 
information from that horserace program, making it possible 
to refer to that in betting, thus enabling reduction in 
telephone line usage time when placing such horserace bets. 

(Prior Art) 

Conventionally, when purchasing horserace bets, one 
goes to the racetrack having the event or to an off-track 
betting center, and the general practice is to purchase a 
bet at the sales window of that off-track betting center, 
paying cash. However, because purchasing bets in that way 
takes time and effort, a system has been proposed which, for 
example as a part of the special services for racing fans, 
would enable the purchase of those horserace bets by 
telephone . 

Among such telephone betting systems, there are the ARS 
system and the CRT system, and with these, subscribers enter 
into contracts with promoters. For example, the individual 
establishes an ordinary deposit [account] at a bank 
specified by the promoter, and at the same time creates a 
"fixed" (or, savings) deposit [account] (for example, with 
face value of ¥100,000, ¥200,000, or ¥300,000, etc.) The 
promoter holds this [fixed] deposit as collateral and that 
amount is set as the limit amount for purchasing horserace 
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bets. Through this means, the long-distance fan who is a 
member can purchase the desired horserace bets by telephone. 

(Problems the Invention Attempts to Solve) 
However there are problems with the above-mentioned 
telephone betting systems. With the ARS system, the member 
connects to the computer of the bet selling side by 
operating the buttons on a push-button telephone. Through 
further operation of the buttons the details of the bet are 
inputted. For this reason, it takes time to place a bet and 
telephone line usage time becomes long and, because the 
number of telephone lines which can connect to the bet 
selling side is fixed, there are times when a connection to 
the betting slip selling computer cannot be made. In 
particular, as the deadline for a race approaches, members 
may swarm [to the phone lines] , and in some cases may not be 
able to purchase betting slips. 

With the CRT system, the member places his horserace 
betting slip purchase order by telephone directly with an 
employee at the telephone betting office. In this case, the 
employee responds to the member based on data about the 
horses displayed on a cathode ray tube (CRT) , accepts the 
horserace bet order, and a betting slip is sold. However, 
because the purchase is made verbally, [more] mistakes occur 
in purchasing horserace betting slips than with the above- 
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mentioned ARS system. In addition, it has the same kinds of 
problems mentioned above, with much time being required to 
make purchases because of difficulty hearing clearly [over 
the phone] and other such points. 

On the other hand, from the standpoint of the fans, 
when they purchase horserace betting slips, information on 
the estimated payback rate (odds, etc.) is extremely 
important reference material, along with racing newspapers. 
Fans who go directly to the racetrack where the race is held 
can gain that information from the odds display board, but 
for at-home betters, their only alternative is to refer to 
odds information broadcasted for example by radio, TV, etc. 

However, there is no assurance that such broadcasts 
will provide the necessary information on odds, etc. at the 
desired times, so from the standpoint of the better, there 
are many inconvenient points. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide an at-home betting apparatus which enables 
shortening of telephone line usage time when purchasing 
horserace betting slips, thus enabling the purchase of 
horserace betting slips by more fans, and also making it 
possible to obtain horserace information, such as odds, as 
needed . 
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(Means Used to Solve the Problems) 
To achieve the stated object, the at-home betting 
apparatus of the present invention, in essence, comprises 
[a] a tele-text broadcast receiving means for receiving the 
tele-text broadcast of a specified channel by means of a 
television signal received by an antenna, converting the 
racing programs, etc. of that tele- text broadcast into a 
video signal and outputting that signal to a television or 
the like, and [b] a horserace betting means comprising [i] 
information storage means for storing data on information 
necessary for horserace betting, [ii] display processing 
means for displaying necessary information on said 
television screen based on information stored in said 
information storage means, [iii] horserace bet establishing 
means for establishing on that screen, the horse number, the 
monetary amount of purchase, and [purchaser] ID number for 
the specified bet, [iv] horserace bet transmitting means for 
transmitting the bet established by that horserace bet 
establishing means to a horserace betting slip sales side, 
via a telephone line, whereby, when placing said bet, 
horserace information from the tele-text broadcast is 
displayed on said television screen together with the 
display of horserace information obtained from said display 
processing means, the number of the horserace bet placed 
through said horserace bet establishing means, etc, and 
whereby data on that horserace bet is transmitted to said 
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horserace betting slip sales side, enabling the bet to be 
placed. 

(Operation) 

Because the configuration has been made as described 
above, [i] the information necessary for betting which is 
stored in said information storage means, [ii] the weight 
and odds (for combination win, win, or place) for the horses 
running in a specified race, and [iii] race results, etc. 
are displayed on the screen on which is displayed the 
horseracing program of the tele-text broadcast received by 
said tele-text receiving portion. When betting actions are 
performed on said horserace bet establishing means (RKP; 
remote control) , referring to this kind of horserace 
information, the messages necessary for that betting are 
displayed on said screen. By operating that horserace bet 
establishing means following those messages, the horse bet 
number being bought, "1-3" if a combination win [bet] and 
"16" if a win or place [bet] are displayed, and lined up 
with those numbers, "10,000," the amount [of the bet] 
purchased is shown. In addition, the current forecasted 
paybaclc rate and popularity ranlcing of the horse bet number 
being purchased are displayed on the screen. Also, if that 
horse bet is cancelled or changed (race, horse number, 
monetary amount of purchase, etc.) via said horserace bet 
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establishing means, the horse bet number, purchase amount, 
etc. displayed on said screen are erased or changed. 

In this way, by controlling the bet transmitting means, 
after confirming that there are no mistakes in the horse bet 
displayed on said screen, communication with the specified 
betting slip selling side is initiated. That is, the data 
for purchase of a betting slip is transmitted from said at- 
home betting apparatus, in packet format in one batch, via a 
telephone line. As a result, just a short usage time of 
that telephone line is enough and a larger number of at-home 
betting apparatuses can be connected by telephone line to 
that betting slip selling side. 

(Example) 

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention is 
described below, based on the figures. 

This at-home betting apparatus, as shown in Figures 1 
through 4, comprises [a] a tele-text broadcast receiving 
portion 2 which receives the tele-text broadcast of a 
television broadcast received by antenna 1 and displays that 
tele-text broadcast on a television screen or such, and [b] 
a horserace bet controlling portion 3 having [i] a 
[parameter] establishing function which establishes the 
horse bet number for placing the bet and the monetary amount 
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of the purchase, [ii] a display processing function for 
displaying on said screen horserace information (odds, etc.) 
from the horserace program of the tele -text broadcast and 
information necessary for placing a bet, [iii] a 
transmission function which, via a telephone line, transmits 
to the horserace betting slip sales center the data for 
purchase of a betting slip, [iv] an inquiry function which 
inquires whether that betting slip is a winner, etc., [v] a 
remote control function which operates by a remote control 
signal, [vi] etc. In this example, the at-home betting 
apparatus is made so that operation is done by operating an 
RKP (remote key pad; remote control) 4. 

Tele-text broadcast receiving portion 2 comprising [a] 
a tuner portion 5 which receives the tele-text broadcast of 
the specified television broadcast channel and "extracts" 
the video signal, [b] a DRT (Data Regenerator for Tele-text) 
portion 6 which extracts from that video signal the tele- 
text data, [c] a RAM portion 7 which stores that tele-text 
broadcast data, [d] a shared memory portion 8 which stores 
television screen display data (not shown in the figures) 
and audio [or, voice] data, [e] a CPU (microcomputer) 9 
which controls the reading, writing, transmission, etc. of 
these data, [f] a ROM portion 10 which stores the control 
program, etc. of this CPU 9, [g] a bus 11 which connects DRT 
portion 6, RAM portion 7, shared memory portion 8, CPU 9, 
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ROM portion 10, etc., [h] an IDT (Intelligent Decoder for 
Tele- text) portion 12 which, in response to commands from 
CPU 9 or below described CPU 18, outputs as video/audio 
signals the display/audio data stored in said shared memory 
8, and also sends output to a printer, and [i] an RF 
modulator 13 which RF modulates these video/audio signals. 
In addition, a "work RAM" for CPU 9 is included in the said 
RAM portion 7 . 

Horserace bet controlling portion 3, comprises [a] a 
photo- receptor and l/F portion 14 for receiving a remote 
control signal from RKP 4, [b] a RAM portion 15 which stores 
information, betting data, etc. necessary for betting, etc., 
[c] an NCU (Network Control Unit) 16 for connecting to the 
(computer of the) horserace betting slip sales center, via a 
telephone line, [d] a modem portion 17 which ■ receives data, 
etc. via this NCU 16, [e] a CPU (microprocessor) 18 for 
processing betting control and display control, in response 
to operation of RKP 4, [f] a ROM portion 19 in which the 
control program of this CPU18, etc. are stored, [g] a bus 2 0 
which connects a photoreceptor and I/F portion 14, RAM 
portion 15, CPU 18, ROM portion 19, etc., [h] an I/F portion 
21 which connects this bus 20 and bus 11 of tele-text 
broadcast receiving portion 2, [i] an I/F portion 22 for 
inputting a "reception status" information signal from tuner 
portion 5, [j] I/F portions 23 and 24 for providing an 
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interface between NCU 15, modem portion 17 and bus 20, [k] 
memory card 25 in which various kinds of software relating 
to horserace betting are stored, and [1] memory card readout 
portion 26 which reads that software. In addition, a "work 
RAM" for CPU 18 is included in the said RAM portion 15 and 
is backed up by a battery. 

RKP 4 is a unit which emits an infrared (IR) light 
signal, similar to a remote control for a television, etc., 
and on this RKP 4, as shown in Figure 2, operation keys for 
receiving the tele-text broadcast and purchasing betting 
slips are provided. Among the operating keys, key groups 
are provided: [a] a television / tele-text [broadcast] 
operation key group 27 which includes, for example, a 
''Power" key, television broadcast and tele- text broadcast 
reception keys, etc., [b] a function key group 28 for 
selecting "Display," "Bet," "Transmit," "Inquiry," etc., as 
necessary for betting or [obtaining] horserace information, 
and [c] a purchasing key group 2 9 which, for purchasing 
horserace betting slips, inputs the horse number, monetary 
amount, ID number, etc. 

Furthermore, as shown in Figure 3, provided on the 
front panel of the above-mentioned at-home betting apparatus 
are a power switch 30, above-mentioned photo-receptor 
portion and photo-receptor portion 14a of I/F portion 14, 
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and insertion slot 26a for above-mentioned memory card 25. 
Also, as shown in Figure 4, provided on the rear panel of 
the above-mentioned at-home betting apparatus are antenna 
connector la, to which antenna 1 is connected, connector 12a 
for printer output of above-mentioned IDT portion 12, [the 
IDT's] video output connector 12b, its audio output 
connector 12c, its video output 21-pin connector 12d, 
connector 13a for the RF output of said RF modulator 13, and 
connector 16a for connecting the telephone line. Through 
this configuration, the video signal from IDT portion 12 is 
sent to the television via video output connector 12b or 21- 
pin connector for video output 12d, and the video is 
displayed on the screen of that television. 

Next is an explanation of the operation of an at-home 
betting apparatus according to the above-mentioned 
configuration based on the flow charts of Figures 5 through 
12 and the television screen display status diagrams of 
Figures 13 through 33. 

First of all, a contract is entered into between the 
horserace promoter and the operator of said at-home betting 
apparatus, and a connection via a telephone line is 
established between the at-home betting apparatus and the 
promoter's horserace betting slip sales center. In 
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addition, the at-home betting apparatus is connected to a 
television and a telephone line. 

In the flow chart of Figure 5, power switch 3 0 is 
turned on and the "Power" key of television/tele- text 
broadcast key group 2 7 is switched on. Upon inputting a 
remote control signal to operate it, via the photo-receptor 
portion of horserace betting control portion 3 or I/F 
portion 14, CPU 18 performs display processing of the titles 
which can be selected. These include inquiries to learn the 
races where bets won, the deposit balance, or bets for 
purchasing horserace betting slips, or information (odds) 
from tele-text broadcast horseracing programs. As shown in 
Figure 13, title display is performed on the television 
screen (Step STl) . In other words, by means of a program 
stored in ROM portion 19, for example, or read by memory 
card readout portion 26, a title display command and data 
are sent by CPU 18 to tele-text receiving portion 2 via l/F 
portion 21. Whereupon, that title display command is sent 
to IDT portion 12 by CPU 9 of tele-text broadcast receiving 
portion 2, and at the same time the above-mentioned display 
data is stored in shared memory 8 and above-mentioned title 
display is done on the screen. 

Here, from among the keys of function key group 2 8 of 
RKP 4, such as ^^Bet," "Inquiry," "Display," etc., the "Bet" 
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key is pushed and, upon inputting a remote control signal 
from RKP 4 into CPU 18 via l/F portion 14 or the photo- 
receptor portion of horserace betting control portion 3 
(Step ST 2), the betting sub-routine of ROM 19 is started. 
Then a decision as to whether it is presently in the midst 
of betting activity or not is made (Steps ST 3, ST 4) and if 
not in the midst of betting activity, a decision is made as 
to whether the initial betting settings have been completed 
or not (Step ST 5) . In other words, in cases where there is 
a "betting possible" state at the horserace betting control 
portion 3, it proceeds to the "betting A" sub-routine shown 
in Figure 6. If it is not in that state, display processing 
for "track name" selection and display processing for track 
name (name of track where race is held) and sales category 
([bet] sales for today's races, tomorrow's races) are done. 
For example, track name display data stored in ROM 19 is 
transferred to tele-text broadcast receiving portion 2 via 
I/F portion 21, and a "track name selection" command is 
output ted. That display data is stored in shared memory 
portion 8, the command is inputted to IDT portion 12, and as 
shown in Figure 14, a "betting screen" is displayed on the 
[television] screen showing the racetrack names, sales 
categories, etc. (Step ST 7) . Here, following the messages 
in the lower part of the display screen, for example in the 
case of selecting "Tokyo Racetrack" and "today's race 
sales," the number "6" key of the "purchasing key group" 29 
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of RKP 4 is pushed, followed by the key (Step ST 8) . 

Whereupon, display control processing is done by CPU 18, 
according to the selection and, as shown in Figure 15, the 
part of the display showing "6, Tokyo" changes color, so 
that it can be distinguished from other parts. Next, upon 
pushing the number "1" key followed by the key (Step 

ST 8) , in the same way as described above, an initial 
setting for purchase of horserace betting slips for today's 
races at Tokyo Racetrack is made, and [the system] proceeds 
to "betting A" sub-routine. 

In this way, by operating RKP 4 following the screen 
display, the initial settings for betting are completed by 
CPU 18 of horserace betting control portion 3, and it 
becomes possible to display the specified race track, which 
will be explained later, the betting [situation] on the 
horses in the specified race and information on the horses 
in the specified race (i.e. display of the betting input 
screen) . 

Next, as in the flow chart of Figure 6, upon completion 
of the above-mentioned initial settings, display processing 
of the betting input screen is done by horserace betting 
control portion 3 which enables normal betting (Step ST 9) . 
In other words, as shown in Figure 15, one is asked for 
example about the type of bet (combination win, win, place) 
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for the race with the nearest deadline for purchase of 
betting slips. At this time, the race number can be changed 
by moving the cursor C by pushing the arrow key(s) of 
purchasing key group 29, for example, or by using the or 

keys of function key group 28. Here, if any one of the 
"Combination win," "Win," or "Place" keys of the purchasing 
key group 2 9 is pushed, display control processing will be 
done in response to the operation of that key, as shown in 
Figure 17, and "combination," "win," "place" etc. will be 
displayed on the screen. Also, according to that display, 
cursor C will move. Next, if a horse number is inputted by 
pushing the number keys "1" through "0," that number will be 
displayed and cursor C will move accordingly. Further, if 
the monetary amount of the horserace betting slip is 
inputted by operating number keys and the "10,000" or "1000" 
or "100" or "¥" key in combination, calculation of a 
monetary amount and display processing will be done 
according to such key operation, and as shown in the same 
figure, that monetary amount (total, balance) will be 
displayed in a specified area of the screen. Furthermore, 
when bet type (combination win, win, or place) and a horse 
number are inputted, display processing for the forecasted 
payback rate and the popularity ranking is done based on the 
odds information of the latest horserace program of the 
tele-text broadcast currently being received. Along with 
the bet number and the monetary amount of the bet, the odds 
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and popularity ranking are displayed on the screen. In the 
case of purchasing a ¥10,000 bet for a "1-3" combination 
win, for example, one pushes the "Combination win" key of 
the purchasing key group 29, then pushes the "1" and "3" 
keys, and finally pushes the "1" and "10,000" and "¥" keys. 
After a bet has been placed in this manner, a check is 
performed to make sure no horse has been scratched from the 
lineup of the race for which the bet has been placed (Step 
ST 11) . In the case where there are no scratches, a 
decision is made as to whether the balance of the money held 
as collateral has fallen to "0" or below (Step ST 12) . 
If enough funds remain to enable purchase of that horserace 
betting slip, error detection is performed to verify that 
there are no mistakes in the betting conODination (Step ST 
13) . If there are no mistakes in the bet, a check is made 
as to whether or not an additional bet is to be placed (Step 
ST 13) . In other words, as shown in Figure 18, a decision 
is made as to whether or not the specified key (the key) 
of function key group 2 8 has been pushed in accordance with 
the messages in the lower part of the display screen (Step 
ST 14) . If the specified key operation has not been done, 
[the system] returns to Step ST 10 and another bet may be 
placed on the same race. In case one of the horses 
originally in the lineup for that race has been scratched, 
or in case the balance of the collateral held drops to "0" 
or below (for example, becoming negative) , [the system] " 
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returns to Step ST 10, redoing display processing of the 
input screen for betting, so that re-betting can be done. 

Next, after pushing the key, if the "Transmit" key 

of function key group 28 is pushed (Step ST 15) , in 
accordance with the display screen shown in Figure 19, the 
transmission sub-routine shown in Figure 7 starts, while if 
the "Cancel" key is pushed (Step ST 16) , the cancellation 
sub-routine shown in Figure 8 starts, and if the "Change" 
keys is pushed (Step ST 17) , the change sub-routine shown in 
Figure 9 starts. In the case that none of these "Transmit," 
"Cancel," or "Change" keys has been pushed, [the system] 
returns to Step ST 2 and the above-described sub-routine 
shown in Figure 5 is executed , 

Next, in the flow chart of Figure 8, if the "Cancel" 
key is pushed, a decision is made (Step ST 18) as to whether 
or not the betting data stored in above-mentioned RAN 
portion 15 has already been transmitted to the computer of 
the horserace betting slip sales center. In case the 
transmission has not yet been made, display control 
processing is done (Step ST 19) in accordance with the 
betting data, as shown in Figure 18, and a summary of the 
bet details is displayed on the screen. Here, to cancel the 
bet, the "#" key is pushed, in accordance with messages in 
the lower part of the display screen. In other words, upon 
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pushing the key, after pushing the "cancel" key, 

processing to cancel the betting data and processing to 
cancel display of that data take place (Steps ST 20, ST 21), 
that betting data is erased from RAM portion 15, and as 
shown in Figure 19, the display relating to the bet is 
erased from the screen. Further, because this cancellation 
is very important, confirmation processing may be added, to 
perform a check when such cancellation processing is done. 
In the case that the bet which one wishes to cancel has 
already been transmitted to the promoter side, error display 
processing is performed (Step ST 22) and, for example, the 
message "already transmitted" is displayed on the screen. 
Next, after the cancellation processing and error display 
processing have been executed, [the system] returns to Step 
ST 2 and goes into a standby mode awaiting the pushing of a 
function selection ("Function") key. 

Next,' in the flow chart of Figure 9, when the "change" 
key is pushed, a decision is made (Step ST 23) as to whether 
or not [the system] is currently in the midst of bet 
placement. If a bet is being placed, display control 
processing of a "bet change" screen is done, as shown in 
Figure 20, and display control processing (color change) is 
done to designate the number of the subject race (Step ST 
24) . Here, "race number change" display processing is done 
by operating the and "-" keys of the function key group 

28 (Step ST 25) , increasing or decreasing that race number, 
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and the input screen for betting on the race whose number 
has been selected is displayed on the screen. In addition, 
the actions for changing the race number are performed or, 
in the case of being in the midst of inputting a bet, [the 
system] returns to Step ST 14 and Steps ST 10 through ST 13 
are repeated until inputting of that bet is completed in 
accordance with the messages in the lower part of the 
display screen. In other words, betting on several races 
can be done, or additional bets may be placed on the race 
currently being inputted. Moreover, confirmation of changes 
to the race number and bet displayed on the screen can be 
done. In this way, upon placing the desired bet, the data 
for that bet is stored temporarily in RAM portion 15. After 
inputting is completed (Step ST 14), upon pushing the above- 
mentioned "Transmit" key (Step ST 15) , the transmission sub- 
routine starts. 

Next, in the transmission sub-routine shown in Figure 
7, upon pushing the "Transmit" key, a decision is made (Step 
ST 26) as to whether or not the member number (number of the 
subject at-home betting apparatus) has been inputted or not, 
and if it has not been inputted, display processing for 
"member number input screen" is performed, as shown in 
Figure 21, (Step ST 27) . There, following the messages in 
the lower part of the display screen, the subject member 
number is inputted. For example, "12 3 4 5 6," are 
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successively inputted using the number keys (Step ST 28) , 
whereupon ^'1 2 3 4 5 6" is displayed on the display screen, 
as shown in the same figure, and also registration of that 
number (storage in RAM portion 15) is done. That member 
number is compared to the number of the subject at-home 
betting apparatus and in the case of a mistake in inputting, 
an error decision is made (Step ST 29) and [the system] 
returns to Step ST 28 and waits for re-inputting of the 
member number. This is to prevent third parties from using 
the subject at-home betting apparatus. Furthermore, after 
power for the at-home betting apparatus is turned on, once 
the member number has been inputted, that number will 
thereafter be automatically displayed on the above-mentioned 
transmission display screen. Upon inputting an error-free 
member number in this way, as shown in Figure 22, display 
processing for the "subscriber ID number input screen" is 
done (Step ST 29) . Upon inputting the subject ID number, in 
accordance with messages in the lower part of the display 
screen, for example successively pushing number keys 

(Step ST 31) , the display for transmission 
appears on the screen, as shown in Figure 23. There, upon 
pushing the "Transmit" key of function key group 2 8, in 
accordance with messages in the lower part of the display 
screen, automatic dialing control processing is performed 
(Step ST 32) to enable communication with the horserace 
betting slip sales center. Whereupon, a dial signal is 



23 



transmitted from the subject at-home betting apparatus, via 
I/F portion 23 and NCU 16. Upon arrival of that dial signal 
a communication line is connected between the subject at- 
home betting apparatus and that horserace betting slip sales 
center, and the data necessary for purchasing a betting slip 
is transmitted from the subject at-home betting apparatus 
via I/F portion 24, modem portion 17, and NCU 16. This data 
transmission may be done for example as a batch, in the 
packet format, and upon receipt of that packet data at the 
betting slip sales center, a transmission is made back to 
the subject at-home betting apparatus to the effect that the 
bet has been received. Upon receipt of that information via 
NCU 16, modem 17, and I/F portion 24, a decision is made as 
to whether that communication was normal or not (Step ST 
33) . If no communication errors have occurred in the above- 
mentioned communication, a decision is made, based on the 
information transmitted from the horserace betting slip 
sales center, as to whether or not that horserace bet has 
been received in error (Step ST 34) . If there has been no 
mistake, the bet receipt number from the betting slip sales 
center, the number of betting slips purchased, the monetary 
amount, a "transmission complete" [message], etc. are 
displayed on the screen (Step ST 34) . On the other hand, if 
the decision is made that a communications error has 
occurred in Step ST 33, there may be cases, for example when 
the betting deadline has passed, when the bet communication 
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will not be accepted. In such cases, a message to the 
effect that there has been a communications error will be 
displayed on the screen (Step ST 36) , and afterwards a 
decision will be made as to whether or not it is necessary 
to re-transmit the horserace bet data (Step ST 36) . In 
cases where the above-mentioned deadline has passed, 
resulting in a communications error, transmission- is 
terminated without transmitting the data for that bet. 
Communications errors may occur due to various other 
reasons, and in cases where the bet data was not transmitted 
[correctly] to the horserace betting slip sales center, re- 
transmission of the bet data will be started. In this way 
bets are received at the horserace betting slip sales 
center, or if that communication is terminated, it is 
treated as though transmission of the data needed for bet 
purchasing has been completed and [the system] returns to 
Step ST 2, in a standby state, waiting for operation of 
function key group 28. 

Next, in the inquiry sub-routine shown in Figure 10, 
upon pushing the "Inquiry" Jcey of function Icey group 28, 
display processing of the inquiry menus is done, as shown in 
Figure 24 (Step ST 39) . When one of the menus is selected 
by pushing the number key and the key, following the 

messages in the lower part of the display screen, a decision 
is made as to whether or not the member number has been 
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inputted (Step ST 40) . In case the member number has not 
been inputted, as shown in Figure 21, display processing of 
"member number inputting screen" is done (Step ST 41) in the 
same way as in the case of the transmission sub-routine 
shown in Figure 7. Following the messages in the lower part 
of the display screen, the subject member number, for 
example '^1 2 3 4 5 6," is inputted using the number keys 
(Step ST 42) , whereupon "12 3 4 5 6" is inputted on the 
display screen (as shown in the same figure) and 
registration of that number is done. In case that member 
number has been mistakenly inputted, an error decision is 
made (Step ST 43), and [the system] returns to Step ST 42 
and awaits re- inputting of the member number. Furthermore, 
after power for the subject at-home betting apparatus is 
turned on, once the member number has been inputted, that 
number will thereafter be automatically displayed on the 
above-mentioned transmission display screen. Upon inputting 
an error- free member number in this way, as shown in Figure 
22, display processing for the "subscriber ID number input 
screen" is done (Step ST 44) . Upon inputting the subject ID 
number, in accordance with messages in the lower part of the 
display screen, for example successively pushing number keys 

(Step ST 45) , the member number and ID number 
are displayed on the screen, as shown in the same figure. 
There, upon pushing the "Inquiry" key of function key group 
28, in accordance with messages in the lower part of the 
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display screen, automatic dialing control processing is 
performed (Step ST 46) to enable calling and communicating 
with the horserace betting slip sales center. Whereupon, a 
dial signal is transmitted from the subject at-home betting 
apparatus and that dial signal is sent to the horserace 
betting slip sales center via a telephone line. Upon 
arrival of that dial signal at the horserace betting slip 
sales center, a communication line is connected between the 
subject at-home betting apparatus and that horserace betting 
slip sales center, and the inquiry data for a balance 
inquiry is transmitted from the subject at-home betting 
apparatus. At the horserace betting slip sales center, 
based on that balance inquiry data, balance information data 
is read from the member's specified registered account and 
transmitted. That balance information data is received and 
stored in RAM 15, and communication is completed (Step ST 
47) . Whereupon, a decision is made as to whether that 
communication was normal or not (Step ST 48) . If no 
communication errors have occurred, balance display 
processing is done (Step ST 49), as shown in Figure 25, 
based on above-mentioned balance information data. Also, in 
case "3, win" is selected, win inquiry data is sent from the 
subject at-home betting apparatus. Based on that data, the 
horserace betting slip sales center sends information data 
on the race number, horse number (combination win, win, 
place), monetary amount purchased, payback amount, etc. for 



27 



any wins among the betting slips purchased by that member. 
In this way, as shown in Figure 26, win display processing 
is done (Step ST 34) , based on information data transmitted 
from the horserace betting slip sales center through the 
above-mentioned communication. On the other hand, in case 
it is determined that a communication error has occurred in 
Step ST 48, for whatever the reason, there may be cases 
where the communication cannot be accomplished. In those 
cases, a message is displayed on the screen to the effect 
that a communication error has occurred (Step ST 50) , and 
afterward, a decision is made (Step ST 51) as to whether it 
is necessary to transmit the inquiry again. In case it is 
not necessary to transmit the inquiry data again, 
transmission is considered complete as it is, without 
performing transmission [again] . However, in case it is 
determined that it is necessary to re-transmit the inquiry 
data, communication is initiated as described above. Upon 
completion of inquiry data transmission in this way, [the 
system] returns to Step ST 2 and is put in a standby state, 
awaiting operation of the function key group 28. 

Next, in the display sub-routine of Figure 11, upon 
pushing the ''Display" key of the function key group 28, a 
decision is made (Step ST 52) as to whether or not the tele- 
text broadcast is being normally received. This is based on 
a reception status information signal inputted via I/F 
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portion 22. If there is normal signal reception at the 
tele-text broadcast reception portion 2, a decision is made, 
from the information of the horserace program of the tele- 
text broadcast, as to whether or not a horserace is being 
held today (Step ST 53) . Next, in the case that it is a 
racing day at that racetrack, a decision is made as to 
whether or not horserace information is being displayed on 
the screen (Step ST 54) . If that display is not being done, 
display processing for the track name selection screen is 
done, as shown in Figure 27 (Step ST 55) . This is because, 
in cases where display processing of various kinds of 
horseracing information, etc. has already been done, the 
initial settings for such displays will already have been 
made. There, display processing of the display menu screen 
is done (Step ST 57) by following the messages in the lower 
part of the screen, as shown in Figure 28, for example 
pushing the specified number key and next pushing the 
key (Step ST 56) . Furthermore, by following the messages in 
the lower part of the screen, for example pushing the "1" 
number key and the key (Step ST 58) [the system] is 

placed in the "odds information display mode," and if for 
example the "Combination win" key is pushed, odds display 
processing (for example, the odds of a combination win in 
the 10^^ race) is done (Step ST 59), as shown in Figure 29. 
At this time, the combination win odds information displayed 
on the screen is based on the most recent data from the 
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tele-text broadcast horserace program. This is because, for 
fans, for example when purchasing horserace betting slips 
[i.e. placing bets], odds information is an extremely 
important criterion. Here, by operating the key or 

key of the function key group 28, the race number can be 
increased or decreased and race odds information is 
displayed on the screen according to [the race number 
selected by] this operation. In addition, if instead of 
pushing the "Combination win" key, "Win" or "Place" are 
pushed, odds information display processing will be done in 
accordance with that action, and as shown in Figure 30, odds 
information is displayed on the screen (Step ST 59) in the 
same way as display of the above-mentioned odds for a 
combination win. 

In addition, in the above-mentioned Step ST 58, if 
number key "4" is pushed a "horse weight and scratches" 
display mode 6 is selected and, as shown in Figure 31, 
"horse weight and scratches" display processing is done 
(Step ST 59) for the subject race (for example, the tenth 
race) . Shown on the screen is the weight of each horse in 
the tenth race and the difference in that weight compared to 
the horse's previous race. Moreover, in the same way as 
described above, if the "+" key or "-" key of function group 
28 is pushed, the race number is increased or decreased and 
the weight of each horse [in that race] and weight 
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difference compared to previous race, etc. are displayed on 
the screen (Step ST 59) according to [the race number 
selected by] this operation. In addition, in above- 
mentioned Step ST 58, by operating other number keys, for 
example based on information from the horserace program, 
display processing is performed according to the operation 
of those keys, and race results (the performance of the 
horses and the payback amounts), etc. are displayed on the 
screen (Step ST 59) . 

After performing this kind of display control 
processing, [the system] returns to Step ST 2 and waits for 
input via a function select key. That is, even when the 
above-described odds information, etc, is displayed on the 
screen, if any one of the "Bet," "Inquiry," "Display," keys 
of the function key group 28 is operated [pushed] , [the 
system] will go into a new mode in response to that 
operation. On the other hand, in Step ST 52, if the tele- 
text broadcast is not being received normally by the tele- 
text broadcast receiving portion 2, error message display 
processing is done and a message is displayed on the screen 
as notification to that effect. In addition, in Step ST 53, 
in case a determination is made that it is not a race day, 
error message display processing is done and a message is 
displayed on the screen as notification to that effect. 
Moreover, along with that error message, the date of the 
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next race may be displayed. After performing error message 
display processing in this way, [the system] returns to Step 
ST 2 and waits for input via a function select key. 

Next, in the "Betting A" sub- routine shown in Figure 6, 
upon pushing the ''Odds / Bet" key of the function key group 
28; as shown in Figure 32, display processing of [a] odds 
information based on the latest information of the 
horseracing program and [b] the betting screen will be 
performed, and the subject race (for example, combination 
win odds for the tenth race) will be displayed on the 
screen. Here, bets may be placed on horses in the subject 
race by operating number keys and the key, following 

messages in the lower part of the screen. That is, by 
pushing the "1," "3," and keys, the color of the "1 - 3" 

part [of the display] changes, as shown in the same figure. 
Additional bets on other horses, such as "2 - 3," etc. can 
also be inputted. Furthermore, by operating the and 
keys of the function key group 28, the race number is 
increased or decreased, and in response to that operation, 
the odds information for that race is displayed on the 
screen. In addition, if the "Win" or "Place" key is pushed, 
odds information display processing is done in response to 
that operation and, as shown in Figure 33, the win odds or 
place odds information is displayed on the screen, in the 
same manner as the above-mentioned display of "combination 
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win" odds. In this way, by returning to the bet input 
screen after the bet is inputted, the monetary amount of 
that bet, etc. can be inputted. 

Furthermore, in Step ST 58 of the display sub- routine 
shown in above-mentioned Figure 11, if "1, odds" is 
selected, by pushing the "Odds / Bet" key of function key 
group 28, as shown in Figure 32, display processing for the 
odds/betting screen will be performed in the same way as 
described above. The subject race (for example, the 
"combination win" odds of the tenth race) is displayed on 
the screen and bets can be placed. Moreover, any type of 
bet, "combination win," "win," or "place," can be inputted 
for the desired race. 

In this way, with "odds / betting" , one can select 
horse numbers while viewing the odds screen and then can 
place bets by returning to the bet inputting screen and 
inputting the monetary amount to be purchased [i.e. to be 
bet]. Thus, by pushing the "Odds / Bet" key, one can move 
from the odds display screen to the odds / betting screen, 
or from the betting screen to the odds / betting screen. 
Likewise, to return to the odds screen from the odds / 
betting screen, the "Display" key is pushed, while to return 
to the betting screen from the odds / betting screen, the 
"Bet" key is pushed. In the example described above, 
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operation is generally as shown in the flow chart of Figure 
12 . 

Because the data necessary for placing horserace bets 
on the desired race is transmitted as a batch in this way, 
the usage time of telephone lines is shortened and a larger 
number of members can purchase horserace betting slips. 

(Effect of the Invention) 
As described above, the at-home betting apparatus of 
the present invention has [a] a tele- text broadcast 
receiving function for receiving tele-text broadcasts and 
[b] a betting function which [i] displays on a television 
screen, also displaying that tele-text broadcast, horserace 
information (odds, etc, for each race), results of those 
races, bets, status of bets, etc. and [ii] by performing a 
transmission operation after betting operations are done on 
that display screen, transmits the data necessary for 
purchasing a horserace betting slip [i.e. placing a bet] to 
the horserace betting slip sales center, via a telephone 
line. As a result, when one places a bet at home, because 
transmission of the data for purchasing that betting slip is 
sent in one batch, for example in packet format, telephone 
line usage time is reduced and the number of at-home betting 
apparatuses which can be connected to a horserace betting 
slip sales center can be increased, so that more racing fans 
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can purchase betting slips. In addition, because with the 
present invention, the latest information from tele-text 
broadcasted horseracing programs is stored, the effect is 
that fans can obtain the latest racing information whenever 
they need it and can refer to this latest information in 
placing bets. 

4. A Brief Description of the Drawings 

Figure 1 is a summary block diagram of the at-home 
betting apparatus, showing one embodiment of the present 
invention . 

Figure 2 is a front view of the RKP (Remote Key Pad) 
used in said at-home betting apparatus. 

Figures 3 and 4 are front and rear views of said at- 
home betting apparatus. 

Figures 5 through 12 are flow charts for describing the 
operation of said at-home betting apparatus. 

Figures 13 through 3 3 are diagrams of the display 
status of the television screen depending on the display 
processing of said at-home betting apparatus. 
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In the figures, 

1 is the antenna 

2 is the tele-text receiving portion 

3 is the horserace betting control portion 

4 is the RKP (Remote Key Pad; remote control) 

5 is the tuner portion 

6 is the DRT portion 

7 is the RAM portion (of tele-text receiving portion 2) 

8 is the shared memory portion 

9 is the CPU (of tele- text receiving portion 2) 

10 is the ROM portion (of tele-text receiving portion 2) 

11 is the bus (of tele-text receiving portion 2) 

12 is the IDT portion 

13 is the RF modulator 

14 is the photo-receptor portion and the I/F portion 

15 is the RAM portion (of horserace betting control portion 
3) 

16 is the NCU (Network Control Unit) 

17 is the modem portion 

18 is the CPU (of horserace betting control portion 3) 

19 is the ROM portion (of horserace betting control portion 
3) 

20 is the bus (of horserace betting control portion 3) 
21, 22, 23, 24 are I/F portions 

25 is the memory card 

26 is the memory card connecting portion 
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• KEY TO FIGURES 

a) Figure 1 

3 Horserace betting control portion 

5 Tuner portion 

6 DRT portion 
7 , 15 RAM portion 

8 Shared memory portion 

10 ROM portion 

12 IDT portion 

13 RF modulator 

b Printer output terminal 12a 

c Video output terminal (and 21-pin connector) 12b (12d) 

d Audio output terminal 12c 

e RF output terminal 13a 

f Tele-text broadcast receiving portion 

17 Modem portion 

19 ROM portion 

21 I/F portion (for bus use) 

22, 23, 24 I/F portion 

25 Card 

2 6 Memory card readout portion 

g Telephone line 

14. Light receiving portion and I/F portion 
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a Figure 2 
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b Figure 3 

26a Card insertion slot 



c Figure 4 

la Antenna 

12a Printer 

12b Video 

12c Audio 
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a Figure 5 

b Turn on power 

ST 1 Title display 
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c Function select 

ST 2 Function select 

ST 3 Execute bet? 

ST 4 Execute inquiry? 

d Bet 

e Inquiry 

f Display 

ST 5 In the midst of betting? 

ST 6 Bet [Illegible] establishing complete? 

ST 7 Display betting screen 

• track name 

• sales category 
selection 

ST 8 Select 

g Return to previous mode 

h Bet A 



i Figure 6 
j Bet A 

ST 9 Normal [Illegible] bet input 

Display the screen 
ST 10 Input 

Combination win / win / place 
[illegible] , monetary amount 
Horse scratched? 
Inquiry: [balance] 0 or below? 
Communication error? 
Bet confirmation 
Input complete? 
Execute bet? 
Terminate bet? 
Change race? 
Transmit 
Cancel 
Change 

Function select 



Figure 7 
Transmit 

Member number inputting complete? 
(inputted) 

Display member number input screen 

Input member number 

Error? 



ST 11 
ST 12 
ST 13 
k 

ST 14 
ST 15 
ST 16 
ST 17 
1 
m 
n 
o 



a 
b 

ST 26 
c 

ST 27 
ST 28 
ST 29 



40 



ST 30 
ST 31 
ST 32 
ST 33 
d 

ST 34 
ST 35 
ST 36 
e 

ST 37 
ST 38 
f 

a 
b 

ST 18 
c 

ST 19 
ST 20 
ST 21 
d 

ST 22 

e 
f 

ST 23 
ST 24 
ST 25 

g 



a 
b 

ST 3 9 
ST 4 0 
c 

ST 41 
ST 42 
ST 43 
ST 44 
ST 45 
ST 46 
ST 47 
d 

ST 4 8 
ST 4 9 



Display ID number input screen 

Input ID number 

Automatic dial 

Communication 

Center 

Communication error? 
Input error? 
Display "OK" 
Confirm bet 
Error display 
Repeat execution? 
Function select 

Figure 8 
Cancel 

Prior to transmission? 
(inputted) 

Display a summary of bet details 
Erase data 

Display the cancel screen 
Function select 
Error display 

Figure 9 
Change 

In the midst of a bet? 

Display betting screen 

Change between race / betting modes 

Bet confirmation 



Figure 10 
Inquiry 

Display the menu screen 
Member number inputted? 
(inputted) 

Display member number input screen 

Input member number 

Error? 

Display ID number input screen 

Input ID number 

Automatic dial 

Communication 

Center 

Communication error? 
Display the balance, etc. 
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ST 50 Error display 

ST 51 Repeat execution? 

e Function select 

a Figure 11 

b Display 

c Function select 

ST 52 Normal reception of tele-text broadcast? 

ST 53 Day of race? 

ST 54 Has this already been displayed? 

ST 55 Display track name selection screen 

ST 56 Select 

ST 57 Display menu screen 

ST 58 Select 

ST 59 

Display the following information: 

• Combination win odds for this race 

• Win / place odds for this race 

• Advance sales combination win odds 

• Advance sales win / place odds 

• Odds on advance sales for next day' s races 
[right column : ] 

• Horse weight, scratches (cancellations) 

• Racing performance, payback amounts 

• Weather, track condition 

• Bracket order display 
ST 60 Error message 

ST 61 Error message 
d Function select 

1 Figure 12 

2 Bet 

3 Function select 

4 Inquiry 

5 Track name selection screen 
Figure 14, Figure 15 

6 Display 

7 Track name selection screen 
Figure 27 

8 Display 

9 Inquiry 

10 Bet 

11, 11a Track selection 
12 Betting screen 

Figure 16, Figure 17 
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13 Display menu screen 
Figure 2 8 

14 Odds selection 

15 Odds screen for combination win 
Figure 29 

16 Win / place 

17 Win (place) 
Odds screen 
Figure 30 

18 Combination 

19 Odds betting 
2 0 Bet 

21 Display 

2 2 Odds betting 

23 Combination win 
Odds betting screen 
Figure 32 

24 Win / place 

25 Combination 

26 Win (place) 

Odds / betting screen 
Figure 33 



1 Figure 13 

2 Bet, inquiry, display 
Select by key. 



3 Figure 14 

4 Betting 

a) Track name 

1 . Sapporo 

2 . Hakodate 

3 . Niigata 

4 . Fukushima 

5 . Nakayama 

6 . Tokyo 

7 . Chukyo 

8 . Kyoto 

9 . Hanshin 
10. Ogura 

b) Sales category 

1. Sales for today's races 

2 . Advance sales 

c) Please select a track name. 
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5 Figure 15 

6 Betting 

a) Track name 

1 . Sapporo 

2 . Hakodate 

3. Niigata 

4 . Fukushima 

5 . Nakayama 
G . Tokyo 

7 . Chukyo 

8 . Kyoto 

9 . Hanshin 

1 0 . Ogura 

b) Sales category 

1. Sales for today's races 

2. Advance sales 

c) Please select a sales category. 



1 Figure 16 

2 Tokyo tenth race normal 

bet type number monetary amount ¥ Odds 

Popularity 

Total Balance ¥350,000 

Please input a bet type. 

3 Figure 17 

4 Tokyo tenth race normal current 
time: 11:41 

a Consecutive win 
b Single 
c multiple 

d Total 195,000 Balance ¥350,000 

Please press "bet type" or function key. 

5 Figure 18 

6 Tokyo tenth race normal 
a Consecutive win 

b Single 

c multiple 

d Total 195,000 Balance ¥350,000 

Please press the # key. 
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1 Figure 19 

2 Tokyo tenth race normal 
Please press a function key. 

3 Figure 2 0 

6 Tokyo tenth race normal 

a Combination win 
b Win 
c Place 

d Total 195,000 Balance ¥350,000 

Please enter the race number. 

5 Figure 21 

6 Transmit 

Member number 123456 
Please enter member number. 



1 Figure 22 

2 Transmit 

Member number 123456 

ID number **** 

Please enter ID number. 

3 Figure 23 

4 Transmit 

Receipt number Number of slips purchased: 1,950 
Total 195,000¥ Balance ¥155,000 

Please push a function key. 

5 Figure 24 

6 Inquiry menu 

1. Today's betting history [Illegible] 

2. Balance 

3 . Wins 

Please select a menu. 

1 Figure 2 5 

2 Inquiry 

Your balance is ¥155,000. 
Please press a function key. 

3 Figure 26 



45 



Win "Big Win! !" 

Tokyo 8^^ race 3 4 [combination win] ¥100,000 

Payback rate 8 . 7 

Payback amount: ¥870,000 



5 Figure 27 

6 Display 
Track name : 

1 . Tokyo 

2 . Kyoto 

3 . Fukushima 

4. Nihon Derby ([illegible] race name) 

5. Emperor's Cup ([illegible] race name) 
Please enter the number of the track name. 



1 Figure 28 

2 Display menu 

1 . Odds 

2 . bracket 

3. Competitive performance, payback amount 

4. Weights of horses, scratches 

5. Weather, track condition 
Please select a menu. 

3 Figure 29 

4 Tokyo 10^^ race Combination win Current time: 11:41 

5 Figure 30 

6 Tokyo 10^^ race Win Current time: 11:41 

1 Figure 31 

2 Tokyo 10^^ race Weights of horses Clear 
weather /grass /good condition 

3 Figure 3 2 

4 Tokyo 10^^ race Current time: 9:23 
a) please select a combination. 



5 Figure 33 
Tokyo 10^^ 

b) Please select a horse number. 



6 Tokyo 10^^ Race Current time: 9:23 
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(54) HOME BETTING DEVICE 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To shorten the time for using a telephone line 
when a betting ticket is purchased by displaying horse 
race information by teletext and information by a 
display processing means on the screen of a television 
and transmitting betting data to a selling side by a 
winning horse betting setting means. 

CONSTITUTION: Information about a race horse in a 
prescribed race stored in a RAM part 7 such as the 
weight, the odds, and the race result of the race horse 
is displayed on the screen, on which a teletext horse 
race program, etc.. received by a teletext receiving 
part 2 are to be displayed, by a CPU 9. Further, when 
winning horse betting is executed by operating a remote 
key pad (RKP) remote controller 4. winning horse betting 
data are stored in a RAM 15 of a winning horse betting 
control part 3, a winning horse numt>er to be purchased, 
a purchased amount, and an approximate paying back 
rate and a popularity rank at a current point by the 
teletext are displayed on the screen, and winning horse 
betting ticket purchase data are collectively 
transmitted through an 1/F part 24, a modem part 17. a 
network control unit (NCU) 16 to the winning horse 



betting ticket selling side by the 
packet system. 
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